University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

4-22-1994

Frente Norte 3-80 Completes Demobilization in
Nicaragua
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Frente Norte 3-80 Completes Demobilization in Nicaragua." (1994). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11455

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56841
ISSN: 1060-4189

Frente Norte 3-80 Completes Demobilization in Nicaragua
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Nicaragua
Published: 1994-04-22
In mid-April, the most recent round of government- sponsored pacification efforts came to a close
with demobilization of the last remaining combatants from the Frente Norte 3-80 guerrilla group.
Government forces are now poised to launch security sweeps in the former war zones of northern
Nicaragua, with the aim of eliminating renegade rebel forces as well as criminal groups that have
been responsible for numerous kidnappings in the region. Disarmament of the FN 3-80, which
began following a peace accord signed by the government and rebel leaders in February, came to
a close on April 15 when a contingent of 350 recontras turned their weapons over to government
authorities. The group that disarmed on that day was headed by FN 3-80 leader Jose Angel "El
Chacal" Talavera.
The demobilization ceremony was held in Quilali, Nueva Segovia department, in the presence of
Interior Minister Alfredo Mendieta and representatives of the Catholic Church hierarchy and the
Organization of American States (OAS). Since demobilization began in early March, about 600 FN
3-80 fighters turned in their weapons, although the army estimates that some 60 FN 3-80 fighters
who rejected the peace accords still remain active.
Under the accords signed with the government, the former guerrillas will receive land and
agricultural assistance in exchange for laying down their arms. All disarmed rebels are to be
protected under a government-sponsored amnesty program, and at least 100 former FN 3-80
fighters will now be incorporated into local police forces in several northern towns. In addition,
the government says it will sponsor special social assistance programs in the areas settled by
demobilized fighters. In fact, the US Agency for International Development (AID) has promised
to deliver US$25 million to finance land grants, agricultural loans, and technical assistance for
demobilized rebels. The funds will go to support a series of development projects in areas of
northern Nicaragua where the FN 3-80 has its social base.
The European Union has also pledged to provide about US$1 million in aid to support reintegration
of demobilized rebels into civilian life. For President Violeta Chamorro's administration,
demobilization of the FN 3-80 brings to a close a conflict which began in 1991, when former
combatants from both sides of the contra war of the 1980s took up arms once again. Although
the dozens of armed groups which emerged in the subsequent three years pressed a variety of
demands, nearly all recontras (rearmed former contras) and recompas (rearmed former army
troops) said their decision to return to armed struggle was largely a result of the government's
failure to provide assistance for the reintegration of former combatants into civilian life. Above
all, the government repeatedly reneged on its commitment to provide demobilized combatants
with plots of farmland and agricultural assistance. The other main factor that fueled the growth of
recontra and recompa groups was the pervasive lack of security in the countryside and repeated
acts of political revenge. Thousands of former contras complained that they were subject to constant
harassment by the Sandinista-dominated army and police.
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For their part, the Sandinistas say that following drastic reductions in the size of the army and
changes in the composition of the police, FSLN-supporters have increasingly been the target of
politically-motivated violence. In fact, with the late March assassination of Cesar Javier Barahona
FSLN political chief for Wiwili and deputy mayor of the town at least 212 Sandinista militants have
been killed in northern Nicaragua since 1990.
For its part, with demobilization of the FN 3-80 now complete, the government is turning its
attention to the security problems caused by bands of common criminals in the countryside.
Sources from the Interior Ministry say at least 30 such groups, comprising some 500 armed men, are
currently active in the northern mountains. Police say that in the last three months alone, at least
50 plantation owners and farmworkers have been kidnapped, some of them subsequently killed by
their captors after failing to produce ransom payments. To combat this situation, beginning on April
25, joint units of police and army troops plan to conduct sweeps of the areas where kidnappings
have been reported. Military sources say the sweeps will be conducted for at least the next four
weeks. At the same time, President Chamorro is finalizing work on a bill of proposed modifications
to the penal code, imposing harsher sanctions against individuals convicted of kidnapping.
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